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Description: 

Coccolithites delus BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN, 1961 

Figs. la-c - Coccolithites delus 
BRAMLETTE & SULLIVAN, n. sp. 
x 2000 ca. Para type no. 564265: 
a, proximal view, fluorite repla
cement; b, side view, drawing; 

c, end view, drawing. 
Figs. 2a, b - Coccolithites delus 
BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN, n. sp. 
x 2000 ca. Holotype, no. 564264: 
a, proximal view, long axis 0° 
to x-nic (*); b, proximal view, 
long axis 45° to x-nic (*). 

( 41 ) Measured clockwise from 
either plane of crossed nicols. 

Coccolithites 
del us 

Coccoliths with subelliptical rim, which appears nearly rectangular in plan view due largely 
to the strong curvature evident in side view. A conspicuous groove in the rim produces a ridge 
along the inner margin of the proximal side, resulting in an appearance like two closely ap
pressed plates. Bars span the central opening in the major and minor axes. Length 7-11 fL· 

Remarks: 

Between crossed nicols with the Quartz Red 1 plate, it is evident that the component crystallites 
of the rim are oriented more nearly parallel to the rim than radial, and that those of the cross 
bars are oriented at about 45° to the bar length. A consistently much smaller but otherwise 
apparently identical form is included here with the typical form. Only this much smaller form 
is known in the Paleocene here and elsewhere, however, and subspecific distinction may prove 
desirable. 

Type level: 

Lower Eocene. 

Distribution: Locally common throughout Units 2-5 (Paleocene to Middle Eocene). Com
mon in the Lower and Middle Eocene of many regions, including the Weches Formation (Middle 
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Eocene) of Sabine River, Texas, the lower Lutetian (Middle Eocene) of Donzacq, France, and 
the Lower Eocene of Pakistan. 

Type locality: 

Lodo section, northwestern Fresno County, central California, U.S.A. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum. Holotype: U.S.N.M. 564264, Lodo 80; paratype: U.S.N.M. 564265, 
Lodo 80. 

Author: 

Bramlette M. N. and Sullivan F. R., 1961, p. 151; pl. 7, figs. la-c, 2a, b. 

Reference: 

Coccolithophorids and related Nannoplankton of the early Tertiary m California. Micropa
leontology, vol. 7, n° 2, pp. 129-188, pis. 1-14. 
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